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SWAN RIVER, ALGAL BLOOM 

29. Ms J.A. RADISICH to the Minister for the Environment: 
Will the minister please advise the current status of the algal bloom in the Swan River and what short and long-
term strategies the government is putting in place to combat this issue? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for her question and congratulate her on her re-election and margin.  As the member for 
Swan Hills pointed out, currently there is a lot of concern about the state of the Swan River in the stretch from 
Midland to Guildford.  I spent a number of days at that site over Easter inspecting the quality of the river and, 
unfortunately, a number of dead fish that had been detected in that part of the river.  I regret to inform the house 
that at lunchtime I was told that a further 20 dead fish had been found in the vicinity of Ray Marshall Park, 
Midland, as a result of both the ongoing algal bloom and the very low oxygen levels in the river at that site.  We 
have known since the middle of March that there have been Karlodinium, algal bloom and very low oxygen 
levels in that part of the river.  We are not entirely sure why the oxygen levels are so low but, unfortunately, the 
rainfalls on Sunday and overnight have contributed to more organic matter in the river and the oxygen levels 
falling even further.  In addition, the oxygen levels in Canning River have been detected as being quite low, 
which is also almost certainly linked to the weather conditions.  In Canning River an oxygenation plant is 
running 24 hours a day, but at the moment it is not making a great deal of impact because much of the new 
material is coming into the river with some increase in flow from the rain. 

We have been aware for some time that there were issues with the Swan and Canning Rivers.  Early last year we 
injected an extra $15 million into projects run by the Swan River Trust.  Some very exciting new engineering 
projects are now being rolled out, particularly on Canning River, and I look forward to seeing what happens in 
winter, when we will evaluate the impact of those projects.  We have also given all the community groups in that 
area increased funding, and I was delighted to see that roll out earlier this year.  However, in addition to those 
more short-term solutions we also need some long-term solutions.  For some time the Swan River Trust has been 
working on new legislation to give the trust greater powers, particularly to examine some of the diffuse nutrients 
coming into the river.  A draft bill is currently with major stakeholders.  Consultation on the draft bill will close 
at the end of April, and then we will take it more broadly.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Didn’t you say that this morning in a ministerial statement? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  This is so important that the member for Warren-Blackwood needs to know again.  The 
draft bill is very important.  We must do more to control the activities that are occurring in the catchments.  
Through this bill those measures will complement the current short-term measures taking place. 
 


